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My name is Nicholas Ross Smith and I have the pleasure of being the

"academic lead" of the EU in the Indo-Pacific Jean Monnet Network

(EUIP), based at the University of Canterbury's National Centre for

Research on Europe. 

This is a Network that promises to achieve a significant amount over

the next three years as it brings together leading EU-focused

academics from 28 different universities across 19 different countries,

spanning geographically from Dublin to Wellington. 

The question of what role for the EU in the Indo-Pacific is often

overlooked in international political discourses yet one can

confidently say that the EU is both ambitious and influential in this

"super-region". The release of its Indo-Pacific Strategy in 2021 and,

more recently, the launch of its Global Gateway initiative, is a clear

message that the EU means business.

Therefore, this is an important time to be doing research on the EU in

the Indo-Pacific and this Network will seek to uncover policy relevant

insights for the EU and the wider region over the next three years. 
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 OVERVIEW OF THE NETWORK

AIM & SCOPE
This Network – run by the National Centre for Research on

Europe and encompassing 28 EU and Indo-Pacific partners –

assesses the critical question of “what is the most effective

role for the EU in the Indo-Pacific?” The EU’s effectiveness in

the region will rely on accurate contemporary knowledge of

the states of the Indo-Pacific. This Network will create a

unique grouping of EU and Indo-Pacific expertise (involving

a mixture of academics, think-tankers, and foreign policy

officials from both the EU and third countries) to conduct

interviews, engage in Delphi style policy debates, and “policy

sandpits” in nine Indo-Pacific locations: Australia, China,

India, Indonesia, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, Taiwan,

and Thailand. The Network will provide high-level foreign

policy analysis, forecasting, and outputs that will be of

significant use for practitioners in the European External

Action Service (EEAS), the European Commission (particularly

DG Trade and DG DEFIS), and the analyst and think tank

community involved in foreign policy consultation (in

Brussels and Europe). 



Our Network
Martin Holland - University of Canterbury 

Nicholas Ross Smith - University of Canterbury 

Serena Kelly - University of Canterbury

Matt Castle - Victoria University Wellington 

Bruce Wilson - RMIT 

Emma Shortis - RMIT 

Anne McNaughton - Australian National University

Katarzyna Williams - Australian National University

Paul Bacon - Waseda University

Kumiko Haba - Kanagawa University

Sunghoon Park - Korea University 

Muhadi Suigorno - Universitas Gadjah Mada

Zhang Li - Tsinghua University 

Lai Suet-Yi - Guangdong University of Foreign Studies  

Chun Ding - Fudan University

Sheetal Sharma - Jawaharlal Nehru University

Natthanan Kunnamas - Chulalongkorn University 

Heidrun Maurer - Universität für Weiterbildung Krems

Stephen Calleya - University of Malta

Hungdah Su - National Taiwan University

Marc Cheng - National Taiwan University

Shen Wei - Zhejiang University

Richard Whitman - University of Kent 

Vlad Vernygora - TalTech 

Nigel Healey - University of Limerick 

Barry Wharton - University of Limerick

Michael Reiterer - Vrije Universiteit Brussel

Ben Tonra - University College Dublin

Tobias Theiler - University College Dublin

Emilian Kavalski - Jagiellonian University

Juan Luis Manfredi - University of Castilla-La Mancha

Carlos González Villa - UCLM

Jorn Gottwald - Ruhr-Universität Bochum

Frederik Ponjaert - Université Libre de Bruxelles

Robert Kissack - IBEI

Karolina Pomorska - Leiden University 

Niels van Willigen - Leiden University

Daniel Thomas - Leiden University

Nico Blarel - Leiden University



FOCAL LOCATIONS

AUSTRALIA
CHINA
INDIA

INDONESIA
JAPAN

NEW ZEALAND
SOUTH KOREA

TAIWAN
THAILAND

This Network will canvas opinions and perceptions of the EU's Indo-Pacific role amongst foreign

policymakers in nine specific Indo-Pacific locations: Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, New

Zealand, South Korea, Taiwan, and Thailand. 



THE LAUNCH EVENT

In early February 2023, the Network convened at

Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Thailand. The event

was an opportunity to meet for the first time and discuss,

in depth, the structure and plan for the following three

years of the project. His Excellency, Ambassador of the EU

to Thailand, David Daly, opened the event.



INTRODUCTING THE NCRE
The National Centre for Research on

Europe (NCRE), based at the

University of Canterbury, is New

Zealand’s only research centre

devoted to the study of Europe and

the European Union (EU). It fosters

research on the EU that is regionally

relevant, such as EU development

policy in the Pacific, and the EU’s

identity in the Asia-Pacific region. It

is a focal point for the study of

Europe in New Zealand. It attracts

visiting academics from all over the

world, and hosts the Jean Monnet

Centre of Excellence in European

Studies, which is funded by the

European Commission.
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OUTPUTS
Journal articles

Lai, Suetyi, Paul Bacon, and Martin Holland. "Three Decades on: Still a Capability–Expectations Gap?

Pragmatic Expectations towards the EU from Asia in 2020." JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies 61.2

(2023): 451-468.

Fisher Onar, Nora and Emilian Kavalski, "From Trans-Atlantic Order to Afro-Eur-Asian Worlds? Reimagining

International Relations as Interlocking Regional Worlds", Global Studies Quarterly 2.4 (2022): 1-11.

Smith, Nicholas Ross. "New Zealand’s grand strategic options as the room for hedging continues to shrink",

Comparative Strategy, 41.3 (2022): 314-327.

Kavalski, Emilian. "India’s Indo-Pacific Gambit: An Awkward Power Striving for Status". Teoria Polityki 6.1

(2022): 193-214.

Chapters

Haba, Kumiko. “From Economic competition to the ‘Alliance of Values’ in Europe and Asia”, in Handbook of

the Comparative Economics, Routledge, 2022.

Fallon, Tracey, and Nicholas Ross Smith. "The Two-Level Game of China's Public Diplomacy Efforts." in  

China's International Communication and Relationship Building. Routledge, 2022: 63-78.

Reiterer, Michael. “EU Cyber Diplomacy: Value- and Interest-Driven Foreign Policy with New Focus on the

Indo-Pacific”, Cybersecurity Policy in the EU and South Korea from Consultation to Action. Theoretical and

Comparative Perspectives. Palgrave, 2022; 17-39

Reiterer, Michael. “The Crumbling Edifice of Global Peace” in Envisioning Peace in a Time of War. facultas,

2022; 19-40.

Commentaries and policy papers

Smith, Nicholas Ross and Bonnie Holster. "New Zealand: Can an indigenous foreign policy deliver?". CSDS

Policy Brief. 13 December, 2022.

Richey, Mason and Michael Reiterer. “Answering the bell — Japan’s Indo-Pacific leadership aspirations”. East

Asia Forum. 2 August, 2022

Kelly, Serena and Mathew Doidge. "A trade deal with the EU makes sense for NZ, but what’s in it for Europe?

Symbolically, a lot", The Conversation, 14 July 2022.

Smith, Nicholas Ross. "How competing realities over Ukraine and the Indo-Pacific are muddying the

geopolitical waters", South China Morning Post, 18 February, 2022.

Reiterer, Michael. “Regional trade agreements in the Indo Pacific: does the EU risk losing sight of

their importance?” CSDS Policy Brief, 28 January 2022

Haba, Kumiko. “How Japan should choose the way before China will overtake the United States and will

become the top of the world's economy” Kodansha Gendai Ismedia, 24 January 2022.
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FUTURE EVENTS

Non-traditional panel:

What Role For The EU In The Indo-Pacific?

Wednesday, 06/Sept/2023: 9:00am - 10:30am

https://www.uaces.org/belfast
https://jeanmonnet.nz/eusaap-conference-2023/
https://www.isanet.org/Conferences/AP-Tokyo-2023



