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Wha t is the  Rhodes Schola rship?

www.rhodeshouse.ox.a c.uk/ a pply

• The Rhodes Scholarship is a fully -funded, full time, postgraduate 
award which enables talented young people from around the world, 
to study at the University of Oxford.

• Rhodes Scholars come to the UK for two or more 
years and can apply to study any postgraduate 
course offered by Oxford University.

• Applying for the Scholarship is a challenge, but it is an experience 
which has helped generations of young people to succeed.

• We encourage applications from talented students everywhere. 



The Rhodes Scholarship was established through the Will of Cecil John Rhodes 
in 190 2. Over a  hundred  yea rs la ter, the  Rhodes Schola rships a re  the  oldest a nd  

perha ps most prestigious interna tiona l schola rship  progra mme in the  world .

And the  qua lities sought in a  Rhodes Schola r - 
inte llectua l d istinction combined  with concern for others, 
energy to lea d , a nd  a  focus on pub lic service  - rema in a s 

compelling a s they were  over a  century a go.

Wha t is the  Rhodes Schola rship?

Our reputa tion a s the  world 's most d istinguished  a ca demic 
schola rship  rests not on the  controversia l life  of our founder 

Cecil Rhodes, but on the  enormous contributions our 
Schola rs ha ve  ma de to the  world . 



Wha t does the  Rhodes Schola rship Cover?

• We cover two economy class flights - to and from the UK - for the 
beginning and end of studies in Oxford. On arrival in Oxford, 
Scholars also receive a settling in allowance.

• The Trust will cover the fee for a Tier 4 study visa and the 
associated International Health Surcharge (IHS).

• Following selection for the Scholarship, the Rhodes Trust will cover 
the fee required to apply to study at the University of Oxford.

• The Rhodes Scholarship covers Oxford University (and College) 
fees, as well as providing an annual stipend.



Wha t ma kes the  Schola rship Unique?
Rhodes Scholars unlike other scholarships join for a lifetime, a unique and vibrant 
interna tiona l community of Schola rs. Our Cha ra cter, Service  a nd  Lea dership  
Progra mme form pa rt of the  schola r’s persona l tra ining.

Unlike other Oxford University Students 
you'll ha ve Rhodes House...
• There  a re  study spa ces, lib ra ries a nd  socia l events where  

you will meet other Schola rs.

• Schola rs a lso a ttend  socia l events like  the  Coming Up 
Dinner a nd  Rhodes Ba ll. 

• Rhodes House  hosts ta lks, semina rs a nd  forums with 
world  lea ding experts a nd  guests.

• It 's where  the  Registra r, the  Dea n, a nd  the  Wa rden 
a re  ba sed .



Wha t do Rhodes Schola rs sa y?

"Rhodes House has afforded me 
the  opportunity to ma ke  life long 
friendships with grea t minds from 
diverse  ba ckgrounds, from whom 
I ha ve  lea rned  so much."
Emma nuelle  Da nkwa  
(West Africa  & St Peter's 2018)

"The thing I enjoyed  the  most a bout 
Rhodes House  wa s how so ma ny 
Schola rs from so ma ny d ifferent 
ba ckgrounds a re  put toge ther, 
forcing us to embra ce  our d iffe rences 
a nd  lea rn from ea ch other's cultures."
Xilin J ia ng 
(China  & University 2017)

"There  is nothing quite  like  the  
opportunity to so fully invest in 
your vision for the  future  a nd  I 
a m thrilled  to be  a b le  to emba rk 
on this journey." 
Wa kithi Ma ba so 
(South Africa -a t-La rge 2022)



Wha t do we look for 
in a  ca ndida te?

Rhodes Scholars come from all backgrounds and we welcome a pplica tions 
from ta lented  young persons of d iverse  ba ckgrounds. 

The coura ge  a nd  skills required  
to lea d  with a  wider desire  for 
pub lic good.

Energy to use  one 's ta lents to 
the  full a s demonstra ted  by 
ma stery in a rea s such a s 
sports, music, deba te , da nce , 
thea tre , a nd  a rtistic pursuits, 
pa rticula rly where  tea mwork is 
involved .

Truth, coura ge , devotion to duty, sympa thy 
for a nd  protection of the  wea k, kindliness, 
unselfishness a nd  fe llowship .

Could you be a  Rhodes Schola r?

Aca demic 
a chievement a nd  
excellence .



Are you e ligible?
Each year, 100+ Rhodes Scholarships are awarded, to students from 25 
consitutencies (country or group  of countries):

Austra lia

Globa l

Germa ny

Ea st  Africa

Commonwea lth Ca ribbea n

China

Ca na da

Bermuda

Ma la ysia

Pa kista n

Sa udi Ara bia

New Zea la nd

India

Singa poreHong Kong

Ja ma ica

Isra el

Kenya United Ara b Emira tes

United Sta tes

Syria , Jorda n, Leba non & 
Pa lest ine  (SJLP)

Southern Africa

West Africa

Za mbia

Zimba bwe



Are you e ligible?

Each applicant must fulfil the citizenship and residency requirements 
of the  Rhodes constituency for which they a re  a pplying.

Age limits va ry be tween constituencies, ra nging between 19 to 24 yea rs 
a nd  up  to a  ma ximum of 26 yea rs in exceptiona l circumsta nces.

You must ha ve  comple ted , or be  in the  processing of comple ting, a n 
undergra dua te  degree  with a  GPA of 3.7 out of 4 or higher, or the  
equiva lent a ca demic level in your country.



Wha t do you need?

Aca demic 
Sta tement

Hea d a nd 
Shoulders Photo

Evidence of 
English La ngua ge 

Proficiency
CV

Persona l 
Sta tementTra nscriptPa ssport

Birth 
Certifica te Evidence of 

Residence

Reference 
Letters



Applica tions 
Opening a nd 

Closing

June  - 
Sep tember

Rhodes 
Interview a nd 

Selection

Oxford 
Applica tion

Arrive  in 
Oxford!

Octobe r - 
December

December - 
Ma rch Sep tember

The Applica tion Process

www.rhodeshouse.ox.a c.uk/ a pply



We welcome applications from 
ta lented  young persons of d iverse  
ba ckgrounds. Selection is ma de 

without rega rd  to gender, gender 
identity, ma rita l sta tus, sexua l 
orienta tion, ra ce , e thnic origin, 

colour, re ligion, socia l ba ckground, 
ca ste , or d isa b ility.

I’m not the  type  of 
person who ca n win a  
Rhodes Schola rship .

MYTH NUMBER ONE



Academic excellence is 
importa nt a s you will need  to 
be  a b le  to ga in entry to the

University of Oxford ; 
however, equa lly importa nt is 

your commitment to serve
others.

MYTH NUMBER TWO

I ha ve  to be  top  of 
my cla ss.

Mythbusting the  Schola rship



MYTH NUMBER THREE

I can’t apply because my 
country is not listed  a s a  

Rhodes constituency.

We now offer two Globa l 
Schola rships for e ligib le  

ca ndida tes from the  rest of 
the  world  (i.e . not 

connected  to a ny other of 
our Constituencies) to a pply 

for a  Schola rship

Mythbusting the  Schola rship



You have to have done 
months of volunteer work 

a broa d  or sta rted  your
own NGO.

As long a s you demonstra te  tha t 
you ha ve  worked  to improve  the  
lives of others, is wha t counts. It  

ca n be  done  in a  multitude  of 
wa ys in your own ne ighbourhood. 

You will a lso need  to be  a b le  to 
ta lk in the  interview a bout wha t 

you hope  to do in the  future .

MYTH NUMBER FOUR

Mythbusting the  Schola rship



Today’s Rhodes Scholars 
include  Presidents a nd  Prime 

Ministe rs, but a lso medica l
resea rchers, socia l workers, 
a rtists, journa lists, la wyers, 
tea chers, a ctivists, poets, 
doctors a nd  ma ny more!

Most Schola rs end  up  a s 
politica l lea ders.

MYTH NUMBER FIVE

Mythbusting the  Schola rship



Sta y in Touch! 

Our social media is a great place to learn more about the 
Schola rship  - keep  tra ck of key a pplica tion da tes, a ccess 
useful resources, a nd  a sk current Rhodes Schola rs questions 
a bout Oxford  during Insta gra m ta keovers. You ca n find  us 
a t the  cha nnels a bove!

Find  out more  a bout the  Schola rship  a nd  a pply by visiting our website :

www.rhodeshouse.ox.a c.uk/ a pply



www.rhodeshouse.ox.a c.uk/ a pply
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